
Worship at Home – 15th August 2021 
 
Key Themes: Teach us to pray. 
 
Call to Worship: 
Lamb of God, giver of life, ultimate sacrifice  
We bow at your throne. 
We draw near to worship you. 
Draw near to us,, make yourself known to us today- 
In all that we think and say and do.. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn: How great thou art 
Oh Lord, my God 
When I, in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art. 
 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 
 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration 
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art 
 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 

Source: Musixmatch 
Songwriters: Stuart Hine 
How Great Thou Art lyrics © Universal Music Publishing, Manna Music Inc. 
 
 

A prayer of adoration: 



O God, your Word became flesh and lived among us. 
Thank you that you moved into our neighbourhood, 
That you are present with us right now, 
Dwelling in our hearts and our homes. 
Holy God, you are worthy to be praised. 
Holy Spirit, we worship you. 
Living bread, we adore you. 
 

A prayer of confession: 
Lord, when we are not as hospitable as you were, 
Forgive us, Lord, we pray. 
When we drain life out of people rather than be life giving, 
Forgive us, Lord, we pray. 
When we damage relationships rather than repair them, 
Forgive us, Lord, we pray. 
When we seek ‘self’ first and don’t share who we are, 
Forgive us, Lord, we pray. 
Make us whole, Lord.  Make us whole today. 
Amen 
 
Assurance of forgiveness: 
Lamb of God, 
You paid the ultimate price on the cross, 
Your body was broken and your blood shed –  
And by your stripes we are healed. 
Amen. 
 
Psalm 63. - A psalm of David, regarding a time when David was in the 
wilderness of Judah. 
1O God, you are my God; 
I earnestly search for you. 
My soul thirsts for you; 
my whole body longs for you 
in this parched and weary land 
where there is no water. 
2I have seen you in your sanctuary 
and gazed upon your power and glory. 
3Your unfailing love is better than life itself; 
how I praise you! 
4I will praise you as long as I live, 
lifting up my hands to you in prayer. 
5You satisfy me more than the richest feast. 
I will praise you with songs of joy. 
6I lie awake thinking of you, 
meditating on you through the night. 
7Because you are my helper, 
I sing for joy in the shadow of your wings. 
8I cling to you; 
your strong right hand holds me securely. 
9But those plotting to destroy me will come to ruin. 



They will go down into the depths of the earth. 
10They will die by the sword 
and become the food of jackals. 
11But the king will rejoice in God. 
All who swear to tell the truth will praise him, 
while liars will be silenced. 
 
Reading John 17:1-26 - Jesus Prays to Be Glorified 
 
17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For 
you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those 
you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by 
finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence 
with the glory I had with you before the world began. 
 
Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were 
yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you 
gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, 
and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, 
but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all 
you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the 
world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may 
be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them 
safe by[c] that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to 
destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so 
that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your 
word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am 
of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
17 Sanctify them by[d] the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, 
I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 
truly sanctified. 
 
Jesus Prays for All Believers 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete 
unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 
 



24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my 
glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the 
world.  25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you[e] known to them, and will 
continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them 
and that I myself may be in them.” 
 
The voice of prayer 
 
I am the voice of prayer, of utterances spoken aloud or whispered in the very depths 
of a soul.  Words of adoration, confirming my place as author and creator of all. 
Laments of confession and helplessness as the children of God acknowledge how 
far they have wandered from the truth.  Praise and thanksgiving as a realisation 
dawns, that forgiveness is Gods and that He had chosen to give it away, through me.  
A random wish list, tumbling off tongues, or heart felt yearnings crying out for the 
world.  My fault I guess as I was the one who told my friends that if the asked in my 
name, all would be given unto them. 
 
I presented your character in detail to them, their God who desired his children know 
him as Father.  They were yours but you gave them to me to nurture and grow, and 
as trees bear fruit, they would become a harvest of your grace.  For I relayed the 
message you gave me, to them, so that they might proclaim it far and wide.  They 
believed that you sent me, and now I am sending them. 
 
I am the voice of prayer and I speak over them, so that they in turn can speak over 
the world.  I will return to you in heaven but they will continue on the earth, battling all 
that stands against me.  I pray for their protection and that they may be of one heart 
and mind as you and I are one. 
 
As long as I was with them, I guided them to fullness of life, to safety by the power of 
your name.  I was hated by those in authority and they will be too.   I ask that they 
are not removed for this, but given the strength and courage to make a stand.  For 
just as I am not for this world, so those who tread my path, are citizens of a different 
kingdom. 
 
I do not wish my friends to pray as the hypocrites do, beating their chests and wailing 
on street corners.  But when they pray they are to go into a room, close the door and 
offer supplication in secret, for your ears alone.  There’s no need to use a hundred 
words when only few will do, God knows what you require before you ask anyway. 
 
Pray like this: “Our Father” for he is both mine and yours, holding us as descendants 
and those who will inherit the heavenly realm.  Honour his name and call this realm 
into being on earth as in heaven.  Feed us with all food, physical and spiritual that we 
might grow in all ways.  Forgive us when we go wrong, and help us to forgive others 
that wrong us.  Keep us safe from ourselves and the evil one.  God, you are in 
charge!  Take hold of our lives.  You can do want you want with us, we surrender 
ourselves to you.  You are amazing.  I agree and I agree. 
 



I am the voice of prayer moving over the waters and creating ripples of peace and 
love throughout the land.  I pray that you might hear my words, know you are 
forgiven and enable my grace to flow. 
 
Thought: 

• Jesus, prays for his disciples right before he is arrested and put to death. 

• He knows that the temptation will come to run and hide. 

• He knows who will betray him and who will deny him. 

• He knows that most will scatter into the night. 

• So, he prays that they might come to understand at least some of what he 
had been trying to teach them. 

• He wants them to know that whatever happens to him they will never be left 
like sheep without a shepherd. 

• He wants them to know that through everything, the good the bad and the 
ugly that he will be with them, right at their side. 

• But it is not just about that. 

• He wants them to get into the habit of praying. 

• For one another and for the world in which they live. 

• And he wants them to then teach others and help and encourage those that 
are left to put their trust in him and bring all things to Him in prayer. 

• In the meditation we see a combination of all the teaching on prayer. 

• Adoration, confession, thanksgiving, prayers for others and the instruction of 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

• Jesus is the voice of prayer but he wants us to be the voice for the voiceless 
in our world. 

• We might not be able to physically change much, but through our prayers we 
put God in control and with Him all things are possible. 

• So, we are challenged to bring our hopes and dreams, or fears and concerns, 
our worries and our uncertainties before God in prayer trusting that in his time 
and in his way these prayers will be answered. 

• That is not to say that we should bring a wish list for God to tick things off, in 
our time and in our ways, but we must leave our heartfelt concerns at the foot 
of the cross and trust in him. 

• My God hear and hold us as we bring his world before him in prayer. 
 
Prayers for others: 
God of life and love without limit, we pray for those who long to see the world a 
better place, but have grown cynical, and feel defeated. 
We remember: 
Those who campaign for justice and human rights; those who work with victims of 
disaster or war; those who enter politics in answer to your call; and we ask you: 
Help us to keep on praying: and never lose heart. 
 
God of life and love without limit, we pray for those who long for a better quality of 
life, but whose hopes have been so often dashed that they despair. 
We remember: 
Those with long-term illnesses; those existing in poverty; those unable to make 
loving relationships; and we ask you:  
Help us to keep on praying: and never lose heart. 



God of life and love without limit, we pray for those who long to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ, but have met with little response, and feel discouraged. 
We remember: 
The missionary work of these congregations; our nurture and teaching of the young; 
our individual witness and service; and we ask you: 
Help us to keep on praying: and never lose heart. 
 
In the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour who remained faithful and 
obedient to the end. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn: Prayer Is the Soul's Sincere Desire – (James Montgomery 1771-1854) 
Prayer is the soul's sincere desire 
Uttered or unexpressed 
The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast 
 
Prayer is the burden of a sigh 
The falling of a tear 
The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but God is near. 
 
Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try 
Prayer, the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 
 
Prayer is the Christian's vital breath 
The Christian's native air 
His watchword at the gates of death 
He enters heav'n with prayer. 
 
Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice 
Returning from his ways 
While angels in their songs rejoice 
And cry, "Behold! He prays!" 
 
Nor prayer is made on earth alone 
The Holy Spirit pleads 
And Jesus at the Father's throne 
For sinners intercedes 
 
O thou by whom we come to God 
The Life, the Truth, the Way 
The path of prayer thyself hast trod 
Lord, teach us how to pray 
 
Source: Musixmatch 
Songwriters: Sally Deford 


