
 

Stavros Kotsiréas has been living in England since 1993, having dozens of solo and group exhibitions both in 
the place where he lives and in Greece, but also in other countries of the world. 

During the period when one country began to close its borders after another and when measures reached the 
point of banning traffic in many parts of the world, Stavros had prepared an exhibition in Greece, specifically at 
Chilli Art Gallery in Athens. Naturally, due to the measures, the exhibition was postponed for the future. 

However, Stavros found a way to communicate with the world by creating a virtual exhibition where the visitor 
can see the works, gather information and buy the works of the artist. Part of the proceeds will go to the Ark 
of the World because the needs have multiplied, as he himself told us in the conversation we had with him. 

Stavros also spoke about the current situation in the country and the effects of the corona virus in the United 
Kingdom. 

 

Stavros Kotsiréas / Greek painter living 

in England creates a virtual exhibition 

with part of the proceeds going to the       

Ark of the World 



Stavros, you are a Greek who lives and creates for years in England, what is the current 
situation in the country. 

About a month ago, on March the 12, I heard an interview on the radio of Rory Stewart 
(former MP) who analysed the situation and then reported that schools should close and large 
gatherings should be banned and that we should bear the cost so that the virus doesn’t spread 
and among other things, has said how irresponsible the Prime Minister and the Mayor of 
London were. 

We’ll see how right he was historically, later. The steps taken were not only small but slow, 
they were delayed, and all this I believe so that the economy does not suffer, among other 
things. But without people there is no economy, no evolution, no future. Right now the effort 
is to save human life’s. Everyone’s life is precious and unique. 

I consider immoral the states that have tried or are trying to put the financial impact in 
order first and save what? This slap will not be avoided by anyone and in these given 
moments, the question is? What is more valuable that life itself? 

 

Are there cases in Surrey where you live specifically in Farnham? 

I’ve heard of cases in the city where I live, and those who need treatment go to one of the 
two hospitals near us in Guildford or Frimley. In the county of Surrey, a week ago there were 
around 5000 cases and about 300 people have lost their life’s. 

The pandemic has completely changed our life’s; you would have had your exhibition in 
Athens at this time (Chili Art Gallery). It’s a difficult time, but you did manage to create 
something fresh and finally bring your visitors to the exhibition, how did you manage that? 

My disappointment was obvious and a month before the show, the loss of our beloved 
mother was added, who, along with my farther, was always on my mind, especially during the 
time I was preparing for my shows and how much I would like them to be with us. 



The people who responded to the invitation to the exhibition was unprecedented, I had to 
find a way to respond to this expression of interest and love. People have begun to adapt to 
the new conditions of survival and coexistence. 

I thought about inviting people to see the exhibition in their home, it’s not something new I 
did, but I sat down and set up a virtual tour and an online catalogue that you can also visit 
though my website and my purpose under these conditions was the exhibition to visit the 
public and not the public to visit the exhibition. 

In addition, I continued the tour outdoors, and what is particularly important to me is that I 
did not place symbolically, roof and doors in the gallery. Among the works of art, open skies 
and horizons and a beloved sea to travel us. 

 

We heard that you will also give part of the sales revenue to institutions to deal with the 
financial impacted of the pandemic, so tell us a little bit more about it? 

In this time of economic uncertainty and due to Covid 19, I tried to make my art as accessible 
as possible, significantly adjusting the prices to many of my artworks that will be presented 
in the exhibition. 

Charities are in dire need of support due to the situation with the corona. I will donate 20% 
of all sales to the Art of the World charity for children living in conditions of neglect and 
abandonment and I hope I can also support an additional charity that has been affected by 
these conditions. These thoughts pre-existed long before the exhibition and will be valid 
whenever the show can go on. 

What can we see in this virtual tour you have created? 

The exhibition at Chili Art Gallery in Athens was scheduled for April the 2nd -16th with an 
opening date on April the 4th. There were several reasons for having this show. Firstly, I had 
nor presented my work to the public in Athens in a solo exhibition for more than 10 years. 

http://www.kotsireas.com/


Since 2009 I have not presented my landscape work, for the simple reason that I have been 
working since 2007 with my new thematic ‘Silence nature’, where I continue to experiment. 
Secondly, for the last two years I have been creating an art installation that I am planning to 
present together with artwork by Sir Peter Blake, a beloved artist of mine who is also known 
worldwide as the godfather of British Pop Art, at the Averoff Museum in Metsovo, Greece. 
My idea was to support this effort with my exhibition in ATHENS. 

The title of the exhibition “ONE EXHIBITION IN THREE PARTS” where we will see in the first 
section ‘My landscape work’ in the second section compositions of my “Silent nature” and in 
the third section I will present as a pro-announcement of my exhibition at museum Averoff 
‘CREATIVE ENCOUNTERS’ pieces of my bronze sculptures included in my installation. 

Also to make the virtual tour a little bit more interesting I continued the tour outdoors, with 
a presentation of my sculptures and a wall (The White Wall) that I regularly will present 
different artworks from old work of mine that belongs to private collections and some of them 
have never been seen before. 

I am thinking of keeping this tour alive until we are in healthier times and given the 
opportunity to present it live in the gallery. 

 

   

Snapshots from the virtual exhibition of Stavros Kotsiréas (click HERE to transfer and see more) 
 
 

How much has Corona Virus affected your life? 
 
Corona virus has undoubtedly influenced every aspect of human life and death, and things 
are not as we used to know. We are more aware of how important our health is, and we must 
also realize the “that all wealth is the moment we live”. Maybe we should start more 
consciously to appreciate the simple and the beautiful. 
 
The knot doesn’t need to reach the scallop. A positive thought among the mercy of the virus 
is the breath that takes the environment and nature from this attitude of rhythm and routine. 
Man in the environment must learn to compromise in order to live in harmony. We had to 
live the experience of a pandemic, because as it stands it has started from somewhere and 
has shaken us!  
 
We have so many examples from the past that we can avoid repeating the history, in order 
to create a brighter future. Unfortunately, we make the same mistakes again and again. I only 
wish that after this storm, we become wiser. 

https://www.artsteps.com/view/5e7025d1cb9ba32aeb14703d
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Is there inspiration in such a situation or does the inspiration follow the lockdown? 

I can tell you that as an artist you live in isolation in the space you create every day. You live 
your creative values and your spiritual revision in these hours. Many time isolations can act 
as a positive boost and a second chance. 

Each person treats in a different mental and natural way what is imposed on him for (what’s 
best for him?). Right now isolation is a survival need that the human mind, depending on how 
it exploits and analyses it, will inspire it to see what positive things can happen or complain 
all this time of isolation and ultimately be classically at point zero, were we stared. 

I think a lockdown should make us think about how to be more spontaneously creative. I 
would like to believe in all the beautiful things we are missing, the inspiration to stimulate the 
human senses. As an artist, I would agree as I am fully an optimist about what the (generally 
pessimist) philosopher Schopenhauer wrote “Life is pain, art is the only escape.” 

Renowned artist Sir Peter Blake, who will be exhibiting at the Averoff museum together 
with you, recently said of your exhibition ‘Juxtapositions’ in London, “this is a new and 
exciting addition to the still life, especially when painting and sculpture are combined.” 
That’s a unique and smart idea. What do you have to say about this quote for you? 



This approach to how I deal with still life (which I have personally renamed ‘Silent Nature’ 
because I don’t like the term dead life/ still life) challenges the ephemeral nature of the source 
of inspiration. In my work, the source of inspiration, those carefully selected inanimate 
objects, are preserved and associated with the final completed painting. 

This remarkable approach to silent nature challenges the idea that there is a hierarchy of 
value between the painting and the object. Thought the strange and concerning juxtaposition 
of the source of inspiration and the painting, the real value and life force of the work is 
revealed, as the space between the two…the creative process. 

“Creativity is part of our humanity – I want people to see what inspired me to create – that’s 
why I bring the compositions of my silent nature out of the studio into the exhibition space. I 
want to demystify aspects of the creative process.” 

Finishing, could you say good-by to us with a though of yours? 

In the isolation we live, they may not allow us for our own good, to do the things we use to 
do, but if we look up at the sky I see what you see, I start thinking about what you think, I 
appreciate the beautiful and the simple that you appreciate. TONIGHT’S HALFMOON 30-03-
2020 TOGETHER WITH THE NORTHEN STAR IN THE COLD SKY let it enchant you because there 
is no one’s jurisdiction... 

Stavros, we thank you very much and we hope to talk again soon. 

See the virtual exhibition of Stavros Kotsiréas HERE 

See the e-catalogue of Stavros Kotsiréas HERE 

Here you can also see the website of the artist 
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