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Dear Friends, 

It is coming on Christmas and my thoughts turn to my father, whom we lost 
in February last year. In particular, to a memory of going to get a tree when I 
was a boy. It was different then, and yet, as I think back on it, much is the 
same today once the tree is up.     

It is a snow scene. We are on a back road in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, that 
runs through a stretch of forest known for its evergreens. Dad, my brother 
Gordon and I, Uncle Bud and our cousin Paul. We were out looking for 
Christmas trees, axes sharpened. (What you could do in those days!) I 
guess I was twelve.  

We came to a hill with a steep drop and the car got away from Dad. Down 
we went, fishtailing, holding our breath, scared stiff us boys. Dad steering 
hard to the left, then hard to the right, more than once, before he got it under 
control. And we exhaled, going up the other side of the hill only seconds later 
as if nothing had happened. Hearts beating again. But how Uncle Bud had 
whooped and laughed, saying: ‘Jeez Jackie I thought we were goners!’ 
Slapping him on the back. ‘Good boy yourself!’ Dad saying: ‘I had it all the 
time.’  

We got out, shook ourselves off, found our trees, cut them down and headed 
home to Sydney Mines. We dropped Paul and Uncle Bud at their place on 
Fraser Avenue, saying hello to Auntie Violet, and then went on to Huron 
Avenue where Mom was waiting with Anne and Tom, wee ones at the time. 
Dad trimmed the lower branches, put the tree in its base and set it up in the 
front room. Mom got me to turn it to and fro until she found an angle she 
liked and we all started to decorate it. Mom in charge. The lights went on 
first, the large screw-in ones, reds and blues and greens and soft whites. If 
one went out the whole string went out. We’re talking late Sixties, early 
Seventies here. Pride of place went to grandmother’s gold-coloured reindeer, 
and to the angel that went on top each year, the last decoration put in place. 
By then the cat, Frisky, would be attacking the tinsel. But we were thinking of 
the presents soon to appear. 
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Among the things that have changed is the way one may and may not get a 
tree! There were no tree farms then, with different species and heights to 
choose from, just rolling hills of evergreens (on Crown land) to choose from. 
Perhaps at this point I should say that I have not cut down a tree for many 
decades now, for any reason.   

My father was not one for ceremony. But it was understood, without anything 
being said, that you would be home at Christmas, the tree would be up to 
welcome you in, and you would go round to visit your Nana and Papa, your 
Grandmother and Grandfather, your aunts and uncles and cousins on 
Christmas Eve. Bringing gifts and receiving them.  

You will have your own stories, of course, of Christmases past and present. 
Of special dishes and cheery drinks. Of those wee ones who, seeing Santa 
for the first time, could not muster the courage to sit on his knee, and those 
who, a year later, went right up, their list well memorised. Of those who 
made it home and those who could not. Of those whose presence you 
cherish, and those whose absence you feel. Of gathering to sing Christmas 
carols to the Prince of Peace at his coming. Of hearing his call to seek his 
peace and pursue it.  

I wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year, adding 
Sarah, Imogen, Alexander’s voices as well … and, all right, Alvin’s. Jesus 
came for all, after all.  

Your friend, 

Stewart 

PARISH RECORDS 

 

New Members by Profession of Faith 

Rachel MacLeod; Christopher MacLeod; Zoe Robinson 
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YOU WRITE TO THE BEACON 

Heartfelt Thanks from LHM 

Dear Congregation, 

I am writing to acknowledge and thank you for your generous harvest food 
donation delivered to assist us in our work with the homeless, vulnerable and 
socially excluded persons at the Lodging House Mission here in Glasgow. 

The continued provision of free breakfast and lunch meals at our Day Centre 
is largely dependent on upon our food store being annually replenished at 
Harvest-time and we are grateful beyond words that you have chosen to 
bless with your harvest gifts. Be assured that every item donated will enable 
us to continue to provide hot meals in the winter months. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Claire Herbert 
(Chaplain) 
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Have You Heard That ... 

 worshippers in the pews on Sunday 27
th
 October raised their eye brows 

when choir members washed their dirty linen in public. Miss the event? 
Seek out a member who was there to learn all about it! 

 Sunday 8
th
 December – The Mackintosh Choir Christmas Concert is 

always popular, and we hope that many of our congregation will come 
along and enjoy the singing.  The choir which meets in the hall on 
Wednesdays have become very much part of the life of our church and 
feel at home here. They deserve our support -  so please come along if 
you are free!!! 

 Thursday 12
th
 December – The Bearsden Choir are returning to our 

Church this year for their Christmas Concert, and with 140 in the choir, 
it should be a rousing affair 

 Caring Christmas Trees - the Bethany Christian Trust sells Christmas 
trees at pick-up points in the area. The Trust provides winter shelters for 
the homeless.  Go to www.caringchristmastrees.com to find out more 
and to order 

 Christmas Stall - changing your Christmas theme this year? Or wanting 
to trim down? Our Christmas stall is open for donations of your surplus 
Christmas decorations etc now.  Goods will be on sale from December 
1

st
.  No prices, just donations, to be divided between the Lodging House 

Mission and Embrace the Middle East, a charity supporting 
refugees caught up in the fighting. We would welcome any additional 
contributions like wee crafty things (?!) How about mini Christmas 
Cakes? Now there's a challenge! 

 the next Foodbank collection date is Sunday 29
th
 December. 

 

BOOK GROUP 

The next meeting of the Book Group will be on Monday December 2
nd

.  It will 
be festive, with a shared meal and poems, short stories, music and whatever 
else will turn our thoughts to Advent and Christmas!  (and of course reading!) 

http://www.caringchristmastrees.com/
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FOODBANK 

Father Allan, and the volunteer staff at the foodbank, greatly appreciate the 
continued support that our congregation provides through food collections on 
the last Sunday of each month. When Andy and I turn up on the following 
Monday morning we receive a warm welcome at St Gregory's, tinged with 
relief that empty shelves in the food store are being filled again. Recent 
approaches to our local Spar and Londis stores are now beginning to add to 
the flow of items. 

Kenny Cumming, Officer in Charge of our BB company, has assured us of 
another source of support. The boys are being given the opportunity to help 
with the collection of items for the foodbank to demonstrate their practical 
response to the Christian message, "feed the hungry."  

We are grateful to all those who help us on Sundays when we are loading 
the boxes into the cars; it's a real team effort. We know how busy we all are 
these days. Occasionally you might forget to bring along a contribution, but 
don't worry about it. You can bring it on a later Sunday - we can always store 
items in our white boxes for delivery next time. A list of the sorts of things 
that are needed can be picked up at the Church door. If you have any 
questions or suggestions just ask Jim MacDonald or Andy McCrindle.  

 

LIFE AND WORK : DECEMBER 

Gift subscriptions to Life and Work are available – see the form in 
December’s magazine or visit www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe 

Christmas in the Holy Land 
Church ministers offer contrasting pictures of Christmas in Tiberias and 
Bethlehem 

Discipleship and Me 
Perspectives on following Jesus from Christians from Nigeria, Uruguay and 
the Czech Republic 

‘A Real Honour and Privilege’ 
Interview with the newly elected President of the Diaconate Council, Mark 
Evans DCS 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe
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CHRISTMAS GIFT SERVICE 
 

We would be very grateful if you could bring a gift to the service on  

 

Sunday 8
th

 December 
 

to be given to a child who might otherwise not receive one. 
 

Please mark on the present whether it is for a girl or a boy (or either!) 

And which age it would be best suited for.  

The gifts will be given to ‘Glasgow – The Caring City’ for distribution. 

 
Very many thanks. 
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SUNDAY CLUB 

Firstly, may we thank you for helping us to raise a fantastic £111 for the 
Beatson – they have sent us a lovely letter recognising the children's 
donation. Thank you also for your generous donations of baking items – 
these will be delivered to Church House in Bridgeton to help in their activities 
supporting and building relationships with young people in our city.  

The first week of advent will see the Christmas tree being decorated on the 
evening of Friday 6

th
 December and we would welcome some assistance 

from the congregation – festive treats will be provided to all helpers! 

The 15
th
 of December will be our Sunday Club Christmas Party. This will 

take place in the Brotherton Hall during the Service with the usual food, fun 
and games and hopefully a visit from a "special guest".  

On Sunday 22
nd

 December we will present our no rehearsal nativity once 
again. Please encourage friends and family in the community to join us to 
retell the greatest story of all with a host of angels, shepherds, camels, a few 
kings and a donkey thrown in! 

The early service at 6.30pm Christmas Eve will be our Christingle Service – 
again, invite everyone you know to come along and share this special oasis 
of candlelit calm before the festive storm.  

The service on 29
th
 December will be a family service to allow the children to 

spend time in church with their loved ones. We will be back to normal in the 
New Year on Sunday 5

th
 January 2020. 

May we take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year from Sunday Club. 

The Sunday Club Team 
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Donations should be given to St John’s-Renfield Church 
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THE SUMMER (MIS)ADVENTURES OF 

THE ST. JOHN’S-RENFIELD WALKING GROUP – PART 2 

August saw the group head to Kinross to walk a section of the Loch Leven 
Heritage Trail.  Fortunately this is a busy and very well marked route, so no 
chance of going wrong this time!  Walking anti-clockwise from Kinross Pier, 
the path is well-surfaced and passes by some beautiful farmland, but is also 
constrained by fences on either side.  This caused a bit of a problem with the 
plan to ‘get started on the walk then find somewhere to stop for lunch on the 
way’…  Lunch ended up being eaten on a wooden bridge, while moving out 
of the way of groups of cyclists at regular intervals!  The path opens out as 
you begin the short climb from the loch side, and we were rewarded by 
stunning views of Loch Leven and the surrounding hills.  Ice cream was the 
order of the day at RSPB Loch Leven for the exhausted and sunburnt 
walkers! 

In October, the summer walking season was rounded off in Perth, where a 
small but enthusiastic group set off to explore the River Tay Public Art Trail.  
Taking in 22 pieces of sculpture, mainly situated in public spaces, parkland 
and gardens alongside the river, the art works were very varied, from the 
clever to the quirky, all inspired by the city’s heritage and wildlife.  The trail 
also provides a beautiful route to explore the riverside area, with stunning 
views on what was a glorious autumn day.  The trip was rounded off with a 
quick look around the JD Fergusson Gallery, situated in a converted cast 
iron former water works building, before heading back to the bus station. 
Thanks to Roddy Watt for organising. 

Depending on how the winter weather pans out, we may arrange some 
winter walks – keep an eye on the Sunday intimations for updates. 
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5
TH

 GLASGOW BOYS' BRIGADE COMPANY 

ANCHOR BOYS/JUNIOR SECTION 

It has been decided to run the Anchor Boys and Junior Section jointly. The 
Anchor Boys have four members and the Junior Section, nine so it was 
thought advantageous to pool resources. 

The groups will run on a Tuesday evening from 6.15pm-7.45pm and have 
joint opening and closing ceremonies and joint games – thus providing more 
competition for the boys, but will separate to address the requirements of the 
programmes designed specifically for each section. 

This arrangement will be in place until Christmas when it will be reviewed. 

The Anchor Boys will be completing the Christmas colouring competition 
which will be judged firstly by Partick District and then by Glasgow Battalion. 
Our numbers may be small, but there is lots of talent within and we are 
hopeful of some recognition! 

Aileen Morison (Officer-in-Charge, Anchor Boys) 
Allan Watt (Officer-in-Charge Junior Section) 

 

WILD GOOSE PUBLICATIONS 

Digital Downloads 

'In shop doorways and on street corners'   by Ewan Aitken 
A reflection, meditation and ideas for taking action on homelessness 

'Poverty Makes Us All Poor'   by Sally Foster- Fulton 
A reflection on poverty, Jubilee and justice. 

These two digital downloads are written by people with a wide experience of 
Christian service. Ewan Aitken is now CEO of the Cyrenians, and Sally 
Foster-Fulton is head of Christian Aid in Scotland.  
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The Boys’ Brigade 
5

th
 Glasgow Company 

http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 
5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

The busy BB session has continued over the past month. 

For one evening only, our Senior boys prepared and led our Friday parade 
night. 

Three of our Seniors, L/Cpl Jack McClelland, L/Cpl Grant Maclennan, and 
Pte Louis Shields, will be attending their Glasgow Battalion 'Building Your 
Skills' course in January as they near the completion of their work towards 
their President's Badge in May 2020. 

As we go to press, the Partick District Laser Quest competition has taken 
place. The District Drill competition and Go Karting are also on the horizon. 
As always, the results can be found on our website or on our informative 
social media platforms! 

Thanks to everyone who came out and supported our annual Quiz & Chippy 
Night. We hope you enjoyed the evening and thank you for contributing to 
the sum of £622 raised on the night for Parkinson’s UK.  

In December we will have our annual Christmas night out for the boys & 
staff. Arrangements are under wraps at present, but we're sure we'll all have 
a great night out! 

We'll also be bag packing in Morrisons Anniesland on the evening of Friday 
20th December. If you're in the area please do pop in and say hello. 

STEDFAST 

 

mailto:5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk
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POP IN CAFÉ 

By the time you read this 24 of us will have POPPED OUT to Clyde College 
for another beautiful meal. 
  
We received recently thank you letters for £250 for Glasgow night shelter 
£118.50 for the Salvation Army 
 
£118.50 for Cancer Research particularly for the Beatson. (Well done Pop 
people) 
  
The last POP IN was well attended and Vivienne brought Hallowe'en treats 
including eye balls. 
Marjory's meringues disappeared off the plate very quickly as did Carol's 
tablet and Nora's walnut cake. 
Young poppers-in played with balloons while their mums and grannies and 
granddads chatted. 
Next POP IN Wednesday 4th DECEMBER - a Christmas special! 

ALL WELCOME 

VALERIE TAYLOR TRUST 

This December marks the celebrations in Dhaka Bangladesh of CRP's 
remarkable 40th Anniversary. 

Valerie has recently returned to the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the 
Paralysed which she founded 40 years ago in two disused "Go Down" 
warehouse buildings in hospital grounds, with 4 paraplegic patients. 
She has made a good recovery from the health scare she had while in USA 
earlier in the year. From these four patients the current hospital treats at any 
one time one hundred inpatients. The work has expanded to thirteen centres 
throughout Bangladesh and has treated 65,000 patients, has had 2000 
student graduates in nursing, physiotherapy, occupational therapy and 
orthotics and prosthetics. 

It is truly a remarkable story. 

Glen McGhee, retired orthotist from Gartnavel General Hospital is currently 
out at CRP to join in the 40th Anniversary celebrations. 

Bryan Whitty 



14 

 

Dear Children, 

It is the season of good will again. So why don’t you do something 
nice for someone even if it’s just a smile or tidy up your room. After 
you have done that why don’t you try this cross word? I know it is 
difficult so why don’t you find someone to help you complete it. 
Merry Christmas and I shall see you in the New Year.  

Beacon Butterfly   
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 Material for the February Beacon is required by  

FRIDAY 10thJanuary 2020, MIDNIGHT 

The church is open to visitors outwith the usual hours of opening, between 10 am - 12 noon on 
Thursdays from April to October and at other times by arrangement with the Session Clerk (see 
telephone number above) A Guide to the church building is to be found on sale in the East Vestibule.  
The price is £1 with proceeds going to the Fabric Fund; the cash should be placed in The Beacon Box 
using the marked slot. 

Church Office: (open Wed/Thurs/Fri 9 am – 12 pm) 
Tel: 334 0782/www.stjohnsrenfieldchurch.org.uk/secretary@sjrchurch.plus.com/Facebook 

Registered as a charity in Scotland Registration No.SC012920 



CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 

DECEMBER 

Sunday 1st 11 a.m. Morning Worship with Sacrament of 
Holy Communion 

Monday 2nd  7 p.m. Book Group 

Wednesday 4th  
10 a.m. 

2 – 3.30 p.m. 

Advent Study 

Pop-In Café 

Saturday 7th  4.15 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. Messy Christmas Party 

Sunday 8th  
11 a.m. 
7 p.m. 

Gift Service 
Mackintosh Choir Christmas Concert 

Monday 9th  2 p.m. Afternoon Communion 

Wednesday 11th  10 a.m. Advent Study 

Thursday 12th  7.30 p.m. Bearsden Choir Concert 

Sunday 15th 11 a.m. 
Morning Worship 
Sunday Club Party 

Wednesday 18th  10 a.m. Advent Study 

Sunday 22nd  
11 a.m. 

 
6.30 p.m. 

Morning Worship  
Unrehearsed Nativity Play 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Tuesday 24th 
6.30 p.m. 

11.30 p.m. 

Christingle 
Watchnight Service with Community 
Carol Singing 

Wednesday 25th 10.30 a.m. Christmas Day Family Service 

Sunday 29th  11 a.m. Family Carol Service 

JANUARY 2020 

Sunday 5th  11 a.m. Morning Worship followed by shorter 
service of Holy Communion 

Wednesday 8th  2 – 3.30 p.m. Pop-In Café 

Sunday 12th  11 a.m. Morning Worship 

 


