
BROADBRUSH
Newsletter of Woking Art Society          AUTUMN 2021

www.wokingartsociety.org

MESSAGE FROM  
THE CHAIRMAN
Sue Hinton

Where has this year gone? I can’t believe 2021 is 
nearing its end or that the future is still so uncertain.

The continuing effects of the pandemic mean Woking 
Art Society’s demonstrations for the rest of this year 
will remain online; but it has been lovely to see at least 
some members face-to-face, with recent exhibitions 
in Woking’s Mercia Walk, our return to The Lightbox 
for the first time in two years and an excellent workshop 
with Vicki Norman last weekend at Brookwood.

The committee had hoped to resume in-person monthly 
meetings with the AGM on Saturday, 8 January 2022, 
followed by the traditional tea and cakes. We’d thought 
this would be an ideal opportunity to get together, with 
plenty of time to socialise as well as update everyone 
on the ‘behind-the-scenes’ and general business of 
the Society. 

However, our plans for 2022 are now in some doubt 
as we’ve just heard from Woking Borough Council 
that The Vyne will not be available for hire until at 
least April 2022.

We are currently investigating alternative venues in 
the Woking area for the AGM but also looking to book 
artists able to offer either an in-person or a virtual 
demonstration according to our circumstances for the 
early part of next year. So please keep your eyes open 
for 2022 programme news and updates, which will be 
distributed via email and on our website.

 

Finding a suitable meeting place isn’t the only problem 
currently facing Woking Art Society. Our stated aims 
– as embodied in our constitution – include providing 
‘a meeting ground for those interested in the practice 
and appreciation of the visual arts’ and encouraging 
‘a wider local interest in the visual arts and thus 
expand the cultural life of Woking and the 
surrounding district’. 

To do this there is an on-going need for new 
members and fresh thinking. 

While we’re doing quite well at the former (currently 
we have 135 members), we continue to struggle when 
it comes to finding people willing to contribute new 
ideas and help run the Society. Indeed, over the last 
two years, existing committee members have absorbed 
the responsibilities of three departing colleagues; now 
we’re about to lose another as Elaine Balmer steps 
down at the end of the year after five years’ service. 

Details of the committee vacancies and need for 
additional helpers are provided in this newsletter.  
To put it bluntly, unless we have some volunteers to 
fill them, the long-term future of this Society is at risk, 
so please take this plea seriously. 

Thank you.



www.wokingartsociety.org

HELP URGENTLY NEEDED...
 
...TO RUN THE SOCIETY
During the unusual and unforeseen events of recent 
months, as your Chairman, I’ve been happy to step up 
and take on additional responsibilities to ensure a varied 
programme of events for members, albeit through the 
wonders of technology. However, it is not healthy for 
either the Society or for me to continue in this way.

Woking Art Society should be run and managed by  
its members and anyone can help run it regardless of 
whether they are a practising artist or how long they 
have been a member. 

The committee ‘meets’ five or six times a year unless 
there is a specific issue to discuss or an event to 
prepare for. Whether in-person or virtual, meetings 
are friendly and informal. We support each other, so 
no task becomes too onerous for any single 
committee member. 

But you don’t have to join the committee to help run the 
Society. We need volunteers too – for specific tasks 
and for exhibitions/events. When we resume in-person 
monthly meetings we will need people for a range of 
things – such as preparing the room, collecting 
entrance fees and operating the camera, as well as 
for the all-important tea rota. Right now, we need to 
fill the following specific roles.

Membership Secretary – committee member
This role’s primary activities are maintaining membership 
records, administering new memberships and managing 
renewals. It calls for someone who is well-organised 
and has good general admin skills.

Treasurer – committee member
This role has day-to-day responsibility for maintaining 
financial records, paying invoices and dealing with 
insurance renewals. You’ll need to be reasonably 
numerate, with an eye for detail and the ability to work 
with basic spreadsheets.  Experience of bookkeeping 
or basic accounting would be helpful, but you certainly 
don’t need any financial qualifications. 

Deputy Treasurer – committee member  
or volunteer
The Treasury role is quite a big one, so we appoint  
a deputy to provide support. The way responsiblities 
are shared is up to the post-holders, but for the last 
few years, Elaine Balmer has done the cash handling 
while our Treasurers (there have been a few, permanent 
and acting, while Elaine has been on the committee) 
looks after the banking.

Programme Secretary – committee member  
or volunteer(s)
Traditionally planning and supporting our programme 
of demonstrations, workshops and other activities has 
been a committee role, but it could equally be shared 
by two or three people on a volunteer basis. No 
specific experience or knowledge is needed.

If you’d like a voice in how and what your Society 
does, please get in touch and I’ll be happy to explain 
more about what’s involved with each specific role.

E: sue.wokingart@btinternet.com 

T: 01483 811214 or 07484 386830

...TO GET READY FOR A POP-UP 
EXHIBITION IN NOVEMBER!
After the success of last September’s exhibition, 
Hannah Bruce has been negotiating with the 
management team of The Peacock Centre, Woking 
and it’s now almost certain that we will be able to go 
ahead with another pop-up exhibition in November  
in the unit between Milletts and the iStore. 

As before, we’d like to stage a two-week show, 
likely to be between 14 and 28 November, although 
we’re hoping to get access on 7 November to deliver 
and set up the boards, etc.

Our aim is to use both sets of display boards, giving 
roughly double the hanging space we usually have for 
our Mercia Walk exhibitions and enabling all members 
to exhibit a range of their work. We’d also welcome 
members wishing to show sculpture and/or pottery, 
but you will have to supply your own plinths or tables. 

There will be no hanging fees. Woking Art Society will, 
however, retain 25% commission on all sales to cover 
costs, which will include the transport of boards and 
materials, along with the shopping centre fees. 

BUT exhibitions take a lot of organising – before, 
during and at the breakdown – and Hannah can’t  
do this alone. 

We need four or five people to form a project team  
and work with Hannah to make this event possible 
plus, of course, exhibiting members must be willing  
to help with stewarding once the doors are open to 
the public.

If you can help with the organisation please 
contact Hannah directly, as soon as possible:  
hannah-bruce@hotmail.co.uk 

If you’d like to show your work and be kept 
informed of exhibition details, please email 
sue.wokingart@btinternet.com
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EXHIBITION NEWS
 
First, I must say a big thank you to everyone who 
helped make Woking Art Society’s recent exhibitions 
so successful. As well as to the artists responsible for 
the excellent work on show, particular thanks must go 
to Hannah Bruce, Elaine Balmer, Julia Goodswen and 
Louise Rowe for their organisational assistance and 
to Ros Allen, without whom members wouldn’t get 
paid for their sales! 

MERCIA WALK
Finally able to resume ‘outdoor’ exhibitions, it was 
great to be back in Mercia Walk with two well-supported 
shows last month. The weather was kind, bringing out 
shoppers and plenty of interest from the general public.

Being unable to take card payments on 11 September 
seems to have put off customers, as sales were 
markedly lower than on 18 September, when the  
card reader was working properly – £828 in week one 
compared to £1,620 in week two. The Society retains 
15% commission on sales to go towards the cost of 
transport and other expenses; ultimately, we made  
a loss of £197.58 for the combined events.

Two years ago, when the Society’s financial position 
wasn’t good, you may remember the committee 
reluctantly decided to introduce a £10 fee per member 
for participation in our outdoor exhibitions. 

Post-pandemic – having not had to pay hire fees for 
The Vyne – our bank balance is much healthier. As  
a result, I’m delighted to report that we didn’t feel the 
need to implement the charge in September and have 
dropped all plans to do so in the foreseeable future. 

THE LIGHTBOX 
After three postponements, our first two-week 
exhibition at The Lightbox finally opened to the public 
on 28 September and received high praise both for 
the overall standard of work and the exhibition itself 
from judges, gallery staff and visitors.

Equally satisfying, despite the pandemic-induced 
reduction in footfall through The Lightbox, sales held 
up well compared to previous exhibitions. Eight 
exhibits including one sculpture were sold, along with 
five folios, producing an income of £2,369 including 
hanging fees. 

After all expenses, the loss to the Society will be in 
the region of £280, which is less than in some 
previous years.

A panel of three independent judges selected the  
90 works that this exhibition can accommodate from 
almost 150 submitted. As is always the case, our 
judges were professional artists with no direct links  
to the Society, so were impartial in selecting what 
they considered to be the best work representing  
a variety of styles and mediums. 

We have a standard process, with the judges viewing 
all submissions before making any selections. Works 
chosen on the first circuit must be by unanimous 
decision and the prize winners will then be picked 
from these. As your Chairman, I’m present only to 
ensure the process is carried out fairly and to offer 
any advice or help requested; the judges’ decision  
is final.

Take a look at the next page to see the award  
winning pictures. 

Things we could have done better...

It’s probably true to say that the gap of two years 
between exhibitions (combined with the short notice 
we had that it could definitely go ahead) made us all 
a little rusty in our preparations for The Lightbox.  
I’d like to issue a plea for greater attention to detail 
next time around. 

For myself, as principal organiser, I can only 
apologise for the mix-up in folio charges and for  
not making it clear in advance that card payments 
wouldn’t be accepted for hanging fees (we hope  
to change this next year).  

For members, it would be immensely helpful if you 
could be a little more careful when completing forms 
and preparing exhibits. 

Some people failed to provide a stewarding form  
with their submission and some arrived on set-up day 
with folios that they’d failed to include. Others clearly 
hadn’t refreshed their memories when it came to 
‘requirements for framing and displaying exhibits’  
(provided in the calling papers), since a surprising 
number of items were initially presented with no 
labels, priced below the minimum allowed and/or  
with inadequate picture cords. 

It takes several people a lot of time, admin and 
organisation to get Lightbox exhibitions up and 
running. Avoidable errors and omissions such as 
these add to the workload; it would be much 
appreciated if we could prevent what is already  
a very busy day becoming even more challenging 
and stressful. 
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AWARD WINNERS AT THE LIGHTBOX
Congratulations to all.

Charlie Yoon’s atmospheric and hyper-realistic  
‘The Garden at Scotney Castle’ was the well-deserved 
winner of both the Autumn Trophy and the public 
vote, the latter by quite a substantial margin. 

 
Christopher Wright and John Baker were awarded 
highly commended for ‘Pink Sky’ and ‘Autumn 
Shadows’ respectively. .

Clare Abrahamsen’s ‘La Reine’ was the recipient of 
the Carole Lane Trophy for the best water-based work. 

 
Interestingly, a total of 77 exhibits received at least one 
public vote and Charlie wasn’t the only artist to feature 
here as well as in the judges’ awards: Christopher 
Wright’s and Clare Abrahamsen’s award-winning 
paintings were two of the four to earn equal votes in 
second place; the other two being Bara Aylwin (for 
Sunset Corsica) and Paul Staps (for Bliss).

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Lightbox dates for next year will be  

10-22 October 2022

Pink Sky by Christopher Wright

Autumn Shadows by John Baker

La Reine by Clare Abrahamsen

The Garden at Scotney Castle by Charlie Yoon
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EXHIBITING OPPORTUNITY  
AT DAVID LLOYD WOKING
 
David Lloyd Centres are not just about fitness, they 
also offer social and relaxation facilities, as well as 
getting involved in charity and community initiatives. 
Keen to promote local artists, Woking’s General 
Manager has created an exhibition space in a high 
footfall area and is looking for potential exhibitors to 
form a rolling roster, with a view to displaying each 
artist’s work for a two-month period. 

The space is part of a wide corridor leading from the 
main, permanently manned reception and beyond the 
Centre’s turnstiles – making it as secure as you can 
get in a public building.

I agreed to help get this initiative going by making 
introductions to interested artists; however, Lee 
Townsley, the Centre Manager, will decide what he 
likes/wants. Effectively, he’s looking to decorate the 
walls, while also providing a stage for local artists  
to promote their work (with no commission payable 
on any sales).

Following my initial email to members last week,  
I was able to provide sample works from more than 
10 people and Lee has already selected his first  
two artists – so well done to Julia Aspin and  
Pam Guess. 

 
But this is intended to be a long-term, on-going 
project, so there will be opportunities for other artists 
in the coming months. Each artist must be able to 
provide at least three large (at least 50 x 50 cms), 
high impact paintings or original prints. There are  
no restrictions as to medium or subject type.

To get on the roster of artists, in the first instance 
please email me with photographs of two of your 
paintings, including their titles, size and medium 
used: sue.wokingart@btinternet.com  

Waves by Julia Aspin – oil, 50 x 100 cms 

Australian Sunset  
by Pam Guess  
– oil, 120 x 110 cms  

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR MEMBERS
 
LIGHTBOX LATES
On the last Thursday of each month, The Lightbox 
offers something a little different between 5.00 pm and 
8.30 pm. The café and bar are open and, in addition 
to free entry to all galleries, there are regular events 
designed to cater to all cultural interests, including The 
Lightbox Book Group and Poetry Open Mic Night.

Keen to bring drawing and/or painting into the mix, 
The Lightbox would like to hear from local artists who 
might want to participate or organise such sessions. 

If you are interested, please contact Mary Hely, the 
Visitor Experience Events Officer, on 01483 737809 
or email mary.hely@thelightbox.org.uk 

CRANLEIGH ARTS CENTRE 
OPEN EXHIBITION AND COMPETITION
The return of Cranleigh Arts Centre Open Competition 
comes with the theme of ‘Inside Looking Out’. Two 
overall winners will be chosen by the judges, with  
a public vote during the exhibition deciding the third. 
The exhibition will be open to the public from  
30 November to 17 December 2021

Artists are invited to submit three pieces of work in 
any traditional medium via photograph to 
openexhibition@cranleighartscentre.org  

Entries cost £15 per artwork and final exhibits will  
be selected by a judging panel comprising Bob Wild, 
Chairman of Cranleigh Arts, Heather Thomas, Head 
of Learning & Engagement at The Lightbox, and 
Surrey-based potter Rich Miller, who was also  
a judge on The Great Pottery Throwdown.

Closing date for submissions: Monday, 22 November.
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WILD SURREY 2021/22
In celebration of its 60th birthday, Surrey Wildlife 
Trust ran its first Art & Photography Competition in 
2019, culminating in an exhibition at the Guildford 
Gallery. With many people finding a new love of 
nature (not to mention of art and photography) during 
the pandemic, the Trust decided it was the perfect 
time to relaunch the Wild Surrey competition and to 
create a thought-provoking exhibition about the 
issues and solutions for wildlife in Surrey.

While the common denominator is that all wildlife, 
landscapes and habitats depicted must be specific  
to Surrey, there are four categories:
• Animal Behaviour
• Insects in Action
• Wild Beauty
•  Vision for Surrey – in partnership with  

the Surrey Nature Partnership

To quote from the Trust’s website: 

  “We are looking for inspiring art and great images  
of Surrey’s nature that tell a story. Intrigue a 
viewer with insects in action, inspire with wild 
landscapes, surprise with animal behaviour and 
influence others to do more to protect nature in 
urban environments. Whatever your interest, 
show your love of nature through your creativity.

  Wild Surrey is open to UK residents, with top  
cash prizes and longlisted entries displayed in  
an online gallery and shortlisted works at an  
in-person exhibition at The Lightbox Gallery, 
Woking in May 2022.”

Full details plus terms and conditions can be found on 
the website: www.surreywildlifetrust.org/whatson/
wild-surrey-art-photography-competition 

Closing date for entries:  1st March 2022.

Wild Surrey
Art & Photography Competition

Full Terms & conditions at 
surreywildlifetrust.org/wildsurrey

Artwork © Sian Wilson

Supported by

CLOSES 1ST MARCH 2022

surreywildlifetrust.org/wildsurrey

Could you be our Wild Surrey        
Artist or Photographer of the Year?
TOP ENTRIES EXHIBITED AT THE LIGHTBOX, WOKING

CATEGORIES INCLUDE: WILD BEAUTY, INSECTS IN 
ACTION,  ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR & VISION FOR SURREY

   

Registered charity no. 208123

CASH PRIZES 
OF UP TO £500!
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ACHIEVING HARMONIOUS 
COLOUR
Vicki Norman’s workshop on 16 October was 
attended by 11 members and four guests – fewer 
delegates than we usually have so that everyone was 
able to safely socially distance within Brookwood’s 
small memorial hall.  

The knowledge and techniques Vicki shared were 
something of a revelation to all, whether painting in 
acrylics, oils or watercolour. And while we’ve all heard 
the phrase ‘preparation is the key to success’, it was 
never more evident than here. Everyone went away 
with a far more detailed understanding not just of  
the colour wheel and how to create families of paint 
mixtures, but also of what paint pigments are all about 
and why some work better together than others. 

A very enjoyable and inspiring day was had by all.  
It’s safe to say that no-one will be approaching their 
next painting in the way they used to do!

Limiting attendees enabled a good atmosphere  
while retaining social distances

Planning to succeed is all about preparing  
the mix on the palette

Like the most people, Vicki didn’t quite finish her  
Cornish View in the time available, 
but it was iimpressive none the less

Couldn’t make the workshop  
but interested to know more?

As well as being a knowledgeable and 
accomplished artist, Vicki is an excellent tutor.  
She offers online workshops and has an online  

art school with flexible learning options,  
including bitesize lessons.

Check out her website to find out more:  
www.vickinormanstudio.com/onlineartschool
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MEMBERS’ NEWS
 
LOUISE ROWE 

Many congratulations go  
to Louise who has been 
nominated for Surrey Artist  
of the Year 2021, as a result  
of people voting for their 
favourite artist from June’s 
Surrey Artists Open Studios.  

Louise is one of 16 finalists 
whose work is currently on 
display at the Ashgate Gallery 
in Farnham, where visitors have until midday on 
Friday, 22 October to vote for their favourite artist. 
The public votes will be added to those of the judges 
and the winner will receive a bursary of £1,500, a solo 
show at the New Ashgate Gallery and a complementary 
Winner’s Stand at the Surrey Contemporary Art Fair.  

HANNAH BRUCE
Since moving into her new 
studio earlier this year, 
Hannah has been doing 
great things and her profile 
as a professional artist 
earned a further boost this 
month, when her online 
gallery was featured as one 
of the Artist and Illustrator 
magazine’s ‘Editor’s picks’ in 
the Food and Drink Category.  

OBITUARIES
Our thoughts go to family and friends of two people 
well-known to Woking Art Society who have passed 
away in recent months.

PAMELA HILL
Pam died in July 2021. She was an active member  
of our Society for a great many years. Despite failing 
health, latterly she also enjoyed attending the Carry 
on Painting Group at Brookwood.

ROB WAREING
A highly skilled portrait artist, Rob Wareing 
demonstrated to Woking Art Society on several 
occasions, most recently with an online demo in May 
2020. Although he had been unwell for some time,  
he was thought to be on the mend when his condition 
deteriorated rapidly in the summer and sadly Rob 
died in August 2021 with his family at his side. 

THE MERCIA WALK EXHIBITION 
Simon Bond
Pictures at an exhibition, paintings on display, neatly 
labeled and hung in columns and rows. Finished 
works of art, outworkings of talent and desire. The 
public face of a solitary hobby. 

Hidden from view are the sketches, the trials and 
experiments, the mistakes and ‘I don’t know what I was 
thinkings’. No public show for them, no space on the 
wall; for them a dark corner has been reserved, making 
room for the next masterpiece, the joy bringer, the 
confirmatory ‘I knew I could do it’.

As the pictures differ, so does the passing public. 

There are the time-fillers, who slowly examine each 
image, careful not to miss any. The time-poor, who 
rush by, oblivious to what they’ve passed. The children, 
who direct their parents to the abstract West Highland 
Terrier staring out at them, bright-eyed and ready to play. 

Then there’s the young family captivated by a grid  
of colour and shape, a room-brightening statement 
piece. The gift buyer, who’s charmed by a small 
portrait of a bird on a branch. The couples, who are 
warmed by the Caribbean beach. The serious man, 
who wonders if a pink sky would work in his grey 
kitchen diner. 

The railway viaduct, the purple heathland, village 
scenes and riverbanks. Something for everyone,  
all tastes catered for, a work of art with the weekly 
shop. An indulgence, a delight, a room-enhancing,  
joy-giving work of art.

BROADBRUSH CONTRIBUTIONS  
ALWAYS WELCOME!

Many thanks to Simon for the beautiful and  
insightful piece above. 

Broadbrush is published electronically at least  
twice a year, in the Spring and Autumn, with 

additional issues when there is news to share.

We’re always looking out for members’ news  
and interesting articles so, feel free to email me  

at any time with anything art-related that you think 
may be of interest to your fellow members.

sue.wokingart@btinternet.com 


