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MESSAGE FROM  
THE CHAIRMAN
Sue Hinton
When I wrote my report for the 2020 Spring issue  
of Broadbrush we had only just gone into the first 
lockdown. Everything felt strange and worrying. 
No-one knew what to expect or how long it would  
last. Now, 12 months on, we’re slowly coming out  
of another lockdown with most of us feeling more 
than a little stir-crazy. We’re still facing an uncertain 
future since it seems we’ll be living with Covid on 
some level for years to come, but things are more 
positive. There is light at the end of the tunnel and 
Spring is in evidence everywhere to cheer us up too.

Unfortunately, there’s no likelihood of resuming 
monthly meetings at The Vyne any time soon, but both 
Woking and Guildford Art Societies will be continuing 
the online demonstrations in the meantime, so there 
will be two free sessions for all members each month 
for the foreseeable future.

Also on the plus side, I’m delighted to report that our 
first ‘live’ event of 2021 will be the postponed Life 
Drawing Workshop, now to be held in July. Better still, 
with a low key re-opening planned in May, Woking Art 
Society has secured a slot in the autumn for our first 
two-week exhibition at The Lightbox (more details of 
both inside this newsletter).

I know some of you haven’t had time or felt like doing 
anything creative in recent months, while some of us 
have overflowing studios as we’ve turned to art to keep 
us going. I hope the prospect of a real exhibition not too 
far over the horizon will be an incentive to get 
everyone’s artistic juices flowing again. 

And, in the meantime, there’s still a chance to show 
(and possibly sell) your work online. Following the 
success of last year’s Virtual Lockdown Gallery (where 
Janice Cross, Elaine Winter, Charlie Yoon and Shirley 
Slocock shared the members’ vote prizes), the 
Competition Gallery remains open on our website. 

There is some excellent work already on show and, 
as well as a wide variety of paintings, it’s great to  
see some sculpture and works in glass thanks to 
Maggie Butler and Joanna Lloyd. 

Enjoy your art – whatever form it takes – and take 
care of yourselves.

DO YOU HAVE A GOOD  
HEAD FOR FIGURES?
Treasurer vacancy
We urgently need to find a replacement for this 
important Committee role, since our previous 
Treasurer, Ros Allen, took on the role of Secretary 
following Sue Wright’s retirement in December. 

Julia Goodswen is currently ‘holding the fort’ as Acting 
Treasurer on a temporary basis and will be available 
to provide full support to anyone who volunteers for 
the role permanently.

Although you will need to work with basic spreadsheets, 
you don’t need accountancy experience to help keep 
the Society’s finances in order. All that’s required is 
someone with administrative ability who is generally 
good with numbers. It’s worth saying too, that you 
definitely don’t have to be a practising artist to join the 
committee – the common denominator is the same as 
for Society membership, simply a love of art. 

The committee generally meets (currently on Zoom) 
one evening in every six to eight weeks, unless there 
is a specific issue to discuss or an event to prepare 
for. You’ll find us a friendly bunch, playing to each 
other’s strengths and supporting each other so that 
no task becomes too onerous for any single member. 

If you can help and would like to have a voice in what 
Woking Art Society does, please email or call me:

E: sue.wokingart@btinternet.com 

T: 01483 811214 or 07484 386830 
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2021 PROGRAMME CHANGES 
and ADDITIONS 

Online meeting – Saturday, 8th May
Sonia Bacchus – Wildlife in pastels

Polish-born artist Sonia Bacchus will be replacing 
Paul Hinks, who is no longer available. 

On completing her Master of Fine Art Degree,  
Sonia worked as a teaching assistant at the Academy 
of Art in Poland, as an Art Therapist for people  
with mental disabilities and as a scenery artist and 
wardrobe assistant in the film industry. She now lives 
in the UK and her work is as varied as her career to 
date; so I’m hoping to hear more about both during 
her demonstration. 

Live workshop – Saturday, 17th July
Ronnie Ireland – Life drawing  
(with optional portrait session)

Our first live event since our March 2020 monthly 
meeting will rather appropriately be ‘Life Drawing’  
and will be an all-day event from 10am to 4pm at 
Brookwood Memorial Hall. The cost (including model 
fee) is £40 for members, £50 for non-members.

You’ll need to take along your own canvas/paper, 
paints, brushes, easels and water carriers, as 
appropriate, together with a normal pencil (2B or 
softer), a coloured pencil (eg red, blue, green, purple) 
and a 30cm ruler/straight edge. Tea, coffee and biscuits 
will be available, but please take your own lunch.

Ronnie’s workshop on the same topic two years  
ago was over-subscribed and this time numbers are 
restricted to a maximum of 16. So, if you’d like to 
attend, please book your place as soon as possible  
to avoid disappointment.

To reserve a place, email wsasubmit@mail.com 
saying how many places are required and how you 
intend to pay –  online payment is preferable. Once 
we’ve confirmed spaces are available, an address can 
be provided for those unable to pay online (cheques 
payable to Woking Art Society). Please note, your place 
will only be confirmed once payment has been received.

 

Exhibition and Sale at The Lightbox
28th September to 10th October 2021

Having had to cancel two planned exhibitions since 
the lockdown started, Woking Art Society is finally 
returning to The Lightbox for a 10th year in the 
autumn. 

We may have to change what have become our 
normal arrangements according to government 
guidelines in place at the time. Full details will be 
provided with the calling papers nearer the time but, 
as things stand, the timetable is as follows:

  Handing-in at The Lightbox:  
Monday, 27th September,  
from 9.15am – 10.30am

  Open to the public:  
Tuesday, 28th September to Sunday,  
10th October

  Collection of unsold works from  
The Lightbox:  
Sunday, 10th October @ 3.45pm  
or Monday, 11th October, 9am-10am

As usual, with hanging space limited to no more  
than 100 works, a panel of three independent artists 
will make the final selections; but all members will  
be eligible to submit up to three paintings in any 
medium. Sculpture, pottery and original prints will 
also be welcome.

KEN BAKER
Sadly I have to report the death of Ken Baker on  
24th January 2021. Our thoughts go to his family  
and friends. 

A member of this Society from more than 10 years, 
Ken will be remembered and missed by many people. 
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PAUL SIMMONS, TRANSPORTED 
US TO FARAWAY PLACES!
The 6th March meeting was our best-attend online 
demonstration to date, watched by over 75 members. 
Clearly there were a lot of people seduced by the 
topic of ‘A Faraway Place’ on a somewhat dreary 
Saturday afternoon!

Paul is a Surrey-based artist who’s been a full-time 
painter, illustrator and designer all his life, initially 
dividing his time between commissions and more 
personal work in watercolour and oils. From his 
website it’s clear a lot of Paul’s international success 
has come from reproductions of his paintings, with 
‘Cafe Provence’ selling over half a million copies 
since publication in 1994. After the demo, I asked  
him about this.

“Traditionally I have made the larger proportion of  
my income over the years from reproductions of my 
paintings – IKEA, Habitat and John Lewis have all 
sold prints of my work at various points. I have a deal 
with a German company now who sell online and  
I make a small monthly income from work I did  
25 years ago or more, which is a bit bizarre.”

Paul expanded further, saying: “I’ve always found it 
ironic that I can make infinitely more from a successful 
painting by licensing the rights to reproduction over 
many years than by selling the original. As a result,  
I tend to concentrate on a picture that I feel may have 
potential in this area rather than producing work in 
volume and selling through galleries.

I typically have a dozen or more paintings on the go 
at any one time and might put one down for several 
days or a week to work on another. I know it might 
sound strange, but I semi-retired from my business 
doing corporate art some years ago and just painting 
for myself still seems quite new!”

Paul reflected on the demise of many independent 
galleries in recent years. He was taken on as a gallery 
artist by the now closed Lincoln Joyce in Bookham 
when he first stepped back from corporate work and 
looks back on that as a happy period. He does, however, 
still sell quite a few pictures abroad through contacts 
and on Saatchi Art.

Often inspired by travel but always by his love of light 
and colour, Paul’s medium of choice for Woking Art 
Society last month was oils and his references were 
photographs from a trip he’d taken to India prior to the 
pandemic. He proved to be an informative demonstrator, 
providing advice on colour mixing for a truly vibrant 
result, as well as on perspective, composition and 
image/reference choices. 

His dedication meant the demo over-ran (although 
most viewers stayed with it); even so, Paul didn’t  
feel his painting was finished, so promised to send  
a photograph when it was – this is the result.

Paul also sent photos of other India paintings he’s 
been working on using references from the same 
location. The paintings are intended to be displayed 
as a group. You can see more of his work on Paul’s 
website: www.paulsimmons.co.uk.
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PARTICIPATE IN A BBC TWO  
ART DOCUMENTARY

But you’ll need to be quick!

We have been approached by a researcher 
at Lion TV, which is making a documentary 
for BBC Two and inviting the participation of 
members of the public.

You’ll be asked your opinion on 
‘controversial’ artworks and whether you 
think there is ever a case for censorship. 
More information can be found on the  
BBC website:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/showsandtours/
take-part/art-documentary

However, filming is planned to take place in a London 
studio on 13th April – with all necessary COVID 
protocols in place to ensure this is done safely – so 
you will need to act quickly if you want to take part. 

AN EXCITING MOVE!
Hannah Bruce
You may remember from the Autumn 2019 
issue of Broadbrush that I was about to  
open my own art gallery and studio in 
accommodation in Woking – actually  
the old Hockey Centre that was awaiting 
redevelopment. This was an exciting 
development in my art career, but its 
temporary nature wasn’t ideal. So, I’m 
delighted to have found an alternative,  
more permanent studio.

I’ve just moved into Unit SUB2 First Floor, 
Lansbury Business Estate, Knaphill 
GU212EP, where there’s plenty of space both 
for me to paint and to host other activities. 

Once I’ve settled in and social distancing 
rules have relaxed, I’m hoping to run art 
workshops for a broad range of media. 

If you’re interested in attending, please keep an eye 
on my website – www.hannahbruce.co.uk – where 
details will be published. Alternatively, to receive 
regular updates, you can sign up for my mailing list 
online or by emailing: hannah-bruce@hotmail.co.uk.

 

. 
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CAN MY PAINTING LIFE  
GET ANY BETTER?!! 
Elaine Balmer

Art has been a big part of my last year. As well as 
watching a lot of online demonstrations, I’ve painted 
alongside hundreds if not thousands of others as  
part of Sky Arts’ Portrait Artist of the Week series, 
attended various classes and, on many occasions, 
just got out my watercolours on the dining room table.

I thought my high spot was when ‘Golden Days’ was 
successful in the Open Call for the Victoria Square  
Art Project and was to be part of an exhibition in  
the summer of 2020 (needless to say, it only 
happened virtually).  

But more was to come.

In a surprise call last month, I learned The Lightbox 
was hoping to stage an exhibition with a selection of 
works from the competition, including the winners  
of the various categories and mine, which has been 
chosen by Victoria Square Woking Ltd to be reproduced 
as prints for display in the bedrooms of the Hilton Hotel 
in the new complex. I was asked if I could provide 
another painting for the exhibition too – needless to 
say, I said yes!

If that wasn’t exciting enough, not long after, I opened 
the May issue of The Artist and found ‘Golden Days’ 
featured on page 11!



www.wokingartsociety.org

FREE SPEED DRAWING CLASSES 
ANYONE? 
Val Thorpe
I have been taking part in the one-hour speed drawing 
classes run by Art Safari at 6pm every Thursday on 
Zoom. The art holiday company started these a few 
weeks ago and will continue through April. 

Mary-Anne Bartlett hosts and tutors over 250 artists 
of all abilities from all over the world – the maximum 
number of people able to join is 500! 

Stills, web cams and video footage of a variety of 
wildlife are shown and we have between one and five 
minutes to draw or paint the subject. Not easy, but a 
great discipline and great fun! Everyone shows the 
results of their labours at the end. 

Art Safari is obviously after your custom once Covid 
allows more travel; but it is still a generous thing to do. 
Here are some of my efforts. Anyone else game?

ART 3 WAYS EXHIBITION
13-25 April
Louise Rowe and Joanna Lloyd are involved in an 
exhibition at the Fountain Gallery in East Molesey 
that opens on Thursday, 13th April and runs for two 
weeks – see below for details.


