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  MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

  Saturday, 9 January 2021 
 

 

Present 

This AGM was conducted via Zoom due to the Covid 19 restrictions and there were 49 
members attending. 

1 Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies received. 

2 Minutes of AGM 2019 

These were approved by Sue Hinton and seconded by George Otto, with no matters 
arising. 

3 Chairman’s report (verbatim)  

The Chairman’s report is supposed to sum up the Society’s year that has just ended 
and give a flavour for what’s to come in the next.  

Well, 2020 is definitely a year I’m sure we’ll all be glad to put behind us. That said, 
Woking Art Society has continued to thrive – reaching the end with a healthy bank 
balance and increased membership. 

When I stood in front of everyone at The Vyne last January, having just completed my 
first year as your Chairman, I talked about all the work the committee had done – and 
was continuing to do – to ensure Woking Art Society’s financial stability for the future. 

I went on to talk about: 

• Increasing the number of workshops we hoped to run in 2020 

• Our planned two-week exhibition at The Lightbox in March 

• And proposed changes for our Outdoor Exhibitions in Mercia Walk…. 

…. and none of that happened! 

Just days after Liz Seward hosted an appraisal session at our March meeting, we were 
confined to our own homes with all the Society’s planned activities for 2020 on hold. 

By mid-May it had become clear that we weren’t going to be meeting at The Vyne any 
time soon, so the committee decided to look at other ways to meet the needs of our 
members. 

At that time, we were all still experimenting with the technology that seems to have 
become quite routine to us now. So, initially there were very few people offering online 
demonstrations; but Chris Forsey had taken the plunge and was the host for our first 
online demo in June.  
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As the months went on, we had more choice and were able to secure some excellent 
artists demonstrating in a variety of media and subjects.  

Aware that members were likely to have a lot of time on their hands, we wanted to 
provide maximum interest. So we contacted Guildford Art Society and agreed to share 
our demos, which meant members of both Societies were able to view two demos most 
months, instead of just one.   

We were also aware that many people were creating more art than usual at a time 
when we weren’t able to stage any exhibitions. So, the committee decided to provide an 
outlet by opening the ‘Lockdown Virtual Gallery’ on the Society’s website in May. 

We invited everyone to submit up to three works and, as an added incentive, promised 
prizes at the end of the year. 

The gallery closed at the end of November and members were invited to vote for their 
favourites amongst the 66 paintings on show. 

We had planned one overall prize and two highly commended. As it turned out there 
was a tie for first place so four people will be receiving a £25 voucher for Jackson’s Art 
Supplies in the coming week.  They are: 

Janice Cross Bubbles 

Elaine Winter Float 

Charlie Yoon Late Departure 

Shirley Slocock Veggies Two 

So, well done to all of them. 

Towards the end of the summer when Coronavirus was giving us a bit of a break, 
against all expectations and thanks to Hannah Bruce deploying her best networking and 
negotiating skills, we were able to stage a pop-up exhibition in Woking’s Peacocks 
Centre.  

Huge thanks go to Hannah and all the troops she rallied in a truly collaborative effort to 
get the show on the road.  

Not only did this become the Society’s most successful exhibition for some years, it 
resulted in lots of new members, which is great news. 

In fact, we ended the year with five more members than in December 2019 – with 164 
in total, with 38 new joiners. 

So, with 2020 behind us and with the Society in a relatively good place,  
what’s coming up for 2021? 

Regrettably, Woking Art Society will continue to be a virtual organisation, relying on the 
wonders of Zoom and similar technologies for the foreseeable future.  

But, we have a full programme agreed for the year and I’m hoping the online demo 
collaboration with Guildford Art Society will continue, although as yet I’ve heard nothing 
from their Programme Secretary, so I will have to come back to you on that.  
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Vaccines are bringing a glimmer of light at the end of the tunnel and all the demos and 
workshops booked for 2021 can be run either online or face-to-face. 

So, while we’re starting online with Roger Dellar on Zoom when this AGM is over, we 
will easily be able to resume meetings at The Vyne as soon as it’s safe to do so. 

That said, Woking Borough Council currently doesn’t anticipate opening up any of its 
facilities – indoors or out – until at least September.  This means our traditional outdoor 
exhibitions in Mercia Walk are still looking doubtful. 

But we are already geared up for a two-week exhibition and sale at The Lightbox that’s 
scheduled to be open to the public from 11th to 23rd May.  I’d say it’s no more than a 
50/50 chance currently, but everyone (including the venue) is keen to make it happen if 
at all possible.  

Plus, of course, we’ll be looking for more opportunities for pop-up exhibitions in The 
Peacocks, once COVID restrictions start to be lifted. 
 
In the meantime, following on from the success of the Lockdown Virtual Gallery, we’ve 
decided to launch a new online exhibition for all our members later in January.  

We will tell you all you need to know in the next few weeks, but essentially, it will run for 
around three months and, like before, there will be a chance to vote for your favourite 
works, with prizes for the winners. 

I’m currently calling this exhibition the ‘Competition Gallery’, but if anyone can come up 
with a better name, I’m open to suggestions. 

We want to make more of a splash with this one, creating a separate page for the 
Competition Gallery on our website. While we won’t be selling directly from our site, we 
will be giving visitors the opportunity to get in touch if they’re interested in a particular 
artist’s work. That means, you will be able to put a price on your paintings if you want to 
sell them.   

I’d just like to finish by saying that, in these challenging times, I think it’s important to 
keep going with something positive to look forward to and that’s what the committee is 
trying to achieve for Woking Art Society. We don’t know what’s coming around the next 
corner but let’s try to enjoy the ride as best we can. 

With regard to the online competition gallery, it was suggested that an image could be 
displayed each week, and this would also be done via Instagram or on Facebook. 
Hannah suggested that entries would require scheduling with all entries in before we 
schedule.  Giving separate submission dates would make this easier to deal with. 

Any questions? 

A brief discussion around the Competition Gallery followed, with Elaine Winter and 
Hannah Bruce confirming they would be happy to promote the Competition Gallery on 
our social media sites including regular/weekly postings of individual paintings. The 
committee will take this on board when making final arrangements for the competition. 
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4 Treasurer’s Report 

Ros Allen presented the accounts which have been reviewed by Alison Sanderson.  
Ros thanked Julia Goodswen for her invaluable help in compiling these accounts.  
There is a healthy balance of £12,000 on the account.  At this stage, the budget will not 
be altered due to the uncertainty of the virus. Ros suggested it would be a good time to 
invest in any new equipment required by the Society.  

In addition, Sue said that, if collaboration regarding zoom demonstrations with Guildford 
Art Society is not continued, the Society could arrange more online demos itself, as we 
have extra funds in the pot.  

Hannah Bruce suggested that Frimley and Camberley Society of Arts would be keen to 
collaborate with us; Liz Seward is involved with the Society and volunteered to follow 
this up with Chairman, Peter Tuitt. 

Proposed: Sue Hinton   Seconded: George Otto 

6 President’s report 

George thanked our members for attending this AGM via Zoom and was delighted there 
were as many so many members attending.  He praised the Society and thanked Sue 
Hinton and the committee for their efforts over the past year in looking at other ways to 
arrange more demos. He particularly congratulated the team for putting on an excellent 
exhibition in the Peacocks saying it was the ‘best ever’ exhibition of the Society’s history 
and was successful in attracting new members.  Speaking on behalf of members thanks 
are given to the all the committee. The programme for 2021 looks good with virtual 
demos some of which may turn into actual demos in future. 

George ended his report with best wishes to everyone. 

8 Election of officers 

It was reported that, in accordance with the constitution, two committee members 
(Annmarie Shenton and Sue Wright) were retiring. Claire Heapy has taken over the role 
of Membership Secretary and there is a vacancy for the role of Secretary. All other 
Committee members remain and were duly approved. 

Proposed: Liz Seward   Seconded: George Otto 

9 Date of next AGM 

This will be held on Saturday, 8th January 2022. 


